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Rating:2

LOVE THE HARD WAY

Can a German director overhaul a Chinese novel and
ethnically transpose the story to Upper Manhattan? In the
case of Peter Sehr's erotic urban drama, Love the Hard Way
(based on a novel by Chinese bad boy Wang Shuo), unless
you're readily turned on by the screen mystique of Adrien
Brody, you're more likely to be baffled by everything that
gets lost in the translation.

Brody, while a natural as a brainy and sensitive nomad
prowling the WWII Warsaw ghetto in The Pianist, here seems much less comfortable in
the skin of Jack, a macho and insensitive West Harlem tough punk and chick magnet.
Jack earns a living ripping off foreign tourists at hotels around town, using as bait
moonlighting actresses posing as fake hookers.

Jack is way cool, even though he sticks out like a sore thumb in the inner city. We know
this because flashy hip-hop music follows him wherever he goes. One day, the music
follows him into an arthouse theater, where he spots nervous Columbia coed Claire
(Charlotte Ayanna) at the register reciting her science homework out loud. Jack
announces to her that she cannot resist falling in love with him, Claire laughs, but is
soon skipping classes and following Jack around like a neurotic, horny stalker.

When Jack plays hard to get and hangs out with other women, a heartbroken Claire
degrades herself by signing up for the fake hooker detail over Jack's objections, to prove
that she can be as cold and cruel as he is. Oh, and did I mention that Jack thinks he is
secretly writing the great pulp novel of the decade on his pocket notepad when nobody's
around?

Love the Hard Way is stocked with charged performances, an intense backbeat score and
melancholy, moody atmosphere. But the dislocated fragments never come together. The
serious-minded Columbia coeds that I sweated over many a textbook with back then

 

 

 

 

Long Island Press: Movie Reviews

http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/reviews_movie.asp (1 of 4) [7/8/2003 9:10:01 PM]

http://www.longislandpress.com/
http://www.longislandpress.com/adredir.asp?url=http://www.appliancesbuyphone.com&image=/images_ads/appliancesbuyphone_468x60.gif
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/news.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/expresscheckout.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/pointofview.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/coverstory_01.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/arts.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/music_aside_01.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/arts_01.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/soundreport_harlan.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/reviews_music.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/hyman.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/reviews_book.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/lifestyle.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/nelsonravings.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/amyfisher.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/amyfisher.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/food.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/megabites.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/shelter_01.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/travel.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/turningpoints.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/pets.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/fashion.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/bodymindspirit.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/parenting.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/foxhunt.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/truecrime.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/sports.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/dothis.asp
http://personals.longislandpress.com/
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive/v01/i21/index.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/archive.asp
http://www.longislandpress.com/adredir.asp?url=http://www.longislandpress.com/advertisement/wherestheplay.asp&image=http://www.longislandpress.com/images_ads/wherestheplay_120x125.gif
http://www.longislandpress.com/adredir.asp?url=http://www.party105.com&image=http://www.moreyorg.com/images_banners/partymorningshow_125x400.gif


 

 

would laugh at one of their own taking such a dive into decadence for a jerk like Jack.
And the kind of socio-economic stresses that would motivate a hotheaded writing genius
to prey on wealthy foreign tourists for a living in Beijing are not likely to similarly
inspire his counterparts here in Gotham.

�Prairie Miller
 

Rating:2.5

GARMENTO

Garmento begins as a witty look at the garment industry
(garmento = shmatta = rag trade). Pancho Ramirez (Juan
Hernandez) is a very hot jeans designer in the 1970s. It first
appears to be spoofing Calvin Klein, Brooke Shields and
the jeans/nubile sexuality scene of the era. But very quickly
it moves to the 1990s. The jeans craze is long over and
Pancho's company is selling a male undergarment that
Marky Mark might flinch wearing�as he wouldn't want to
look unnaturally enhanced. Grindy Malone (Katie
MacNichol), who has idolized Pancho since childhood, becomes an assistant to Ronnie
Grossman (David Thornton), president of Pancho's, after she does a 360 turn and he sees
that she's a perfect sample size.

At a meeting, Grindy suggests going back to designer jeans. Franca Fortuna (Saundra
Santiago) snorts, but the jeans will do better than anyone could have anticipated. They
need plenty of ready capital to get production up and running.

Meanwhile, Ira Gold (Jerry Grayson) is president of Romeo Jeans�a failed jeans
company�who talks Ronnie into merging companies.

While there's a great demand for the product, the many executives forget to factor in
finding the raw material itself�denim. It's here that the movie spins out of control. It's as
if director/writer/producer Michele Maherin, in her feature film debut, wants to show
every scandal that can happen in the industry. In attempting to spoof so much she loses
focus and control of the film.

Was Grindy a nice girl who lost her head in her rapid rise up the company? Was she a
manipulative schemer all the time? Is Ronnie just a skirt-chaser or something more
ominous? It doesn't matter that their characters are never developed as we become lost in
a maze of taken-out-of-yesterday's-newspaper-headline developments.

I did fall in love with Grayson, who reminded me of a slimy Buddy Hackett, Freddy
Roman, and any other Friar and/or Catskill performer. Santiago's performance was much
too good for this film. Actually most of the performances were.

It's a perfect film to watch on IFC on a rainy weekend. And you too will learn how
Grindy got her name.

�Phyllis Saitz
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DVD Reviews
4=Excellent, 3=Good, 2=Fair,1=Poor

 
Rating:2

ADAPTATION
(COLUMBIA TRI-STAR HOME VIDEO)

Every once in a while, a movie comes along that is just too
brilliant for its own good. Adaptation is a movie about a
guy writing a movie about a movie about a guy writing a
movie. That sounds good, right? Well, the problem with
criticizing Adaptation is that it knows its own flaws and
freely admits them. It's boring, goes nowhere, and bears a
striking resemblance to Fellini's 8 1/2, but all of these
things are mentioned outright during the film, so, you can't
really be upset when it turns out that they're right. The only thing the movie isn't
self-consciously aware of is the complete lack of special features on the DVD. Perhaps
the only thing saving Adaptation from one star is the excellent performances by the
brilliant cast (Nicolas Cage, Meryl Streep and Chris Cooper). That and it gives you the
right to pretend you're really smart to your friends by pontificating about its place in
the postmodern canon while you're watching it.

�Todd Hyman
 
Rating:No Stars

AVENGING ANGELO
(COLUMBIA TRI-STAR HOME VIDEO)

Remember when Avenging Angelo was in the theaters?
Neither do I. Remember when Sylvester Stallone still had
a career? Yeah, I do too, but barely. This straight-to-video
nightmare is about a bodyguard (Stallone) who avenges
the death of his boss Angelo (didn't see that one coming?),
with the help of Angelo's long-lost daughter (Madeline
Stowe). I guess it's a romantic comedy, although there's
little romance and almost no comedy to be found. There's
one scene where a dead guy keeps farting, but somehow even that isn't funny. And
none of this would even matter if this weren't the great international acting legend
Anthony Quinn's final movie before his passing. This might be worse than when Raoul
Julia did Street Fighter: The Movie as his last film. Aside from the embarrassing
director's commentary, the only special features are the five commercials for other
DVDs that you have to fast-forward through every time you watch the film. But, don't
worry; you won't be watching it twice. �Todd Hyman
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