
 SEARCH  FIND A BUSINESS

 
INSIDE
Entertainment
» Arts & Events
» Theater
» Dining & Bars
» Movies
» Music
» Television

SPEAK UP!
» Movies Forum

» More Forums

» Log On to ChatXtra!
MORE REVIEWS
 » Read All Recent

Reviews From The
Star-Ledger

» Win Disney's Broadway Cast Recordings
» Shopping: Malls, Stores, Yellow Pages,
Shoppers Guides

STAR-LEDGER
» Get Home Delivery
» Carriers Wanted
» Newspapers in Education
» Click, Shop and Save $$ with The
Star-Ledger's Money Book!
» Place Classifieds
» The Star-Ledger Active Adult Communities
» The Star-Ledger Commercial/Industrial Real
Estate
» Star Ledger Ads
» Star Ledger Auto Exchange
» Contact Us

» Theater To Go Productions
» Gerrino Italian Restaurant
» In Flight Balloon Adventures
» Medieval Times
» NJ Campgrounds & RV

» Advertise With Us

VISIT OUR ADVERTISERS
>> Unlimited 3.48 cents per minute long distance. No contract, no commitment.
  >> Get Highspeed Internet Access From NJTelnet
 
>> http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.nj.com/movies/ledger/index.ssf//base/entertainment-0/1054966354250860.xml/1831614813/TxtLink3/NJONLINE/CONTAIR01NJ18/Cont_ROSTxt.html/34303063363032373365653339653430?2003.06.08.20.40.25

» More From The Star-Ledger

'New' look at fashion
Saturday, June 07, 2003
By BOB CAMPBELL
Star-Ledger Staff

The title of "Garmento" won't resonate very far outside a certain self-contained
Manhattan enclave. To the uninitiated it may suggest a sleepy Italian village or
obscure pasta dish.

In New York and perhaps a few other places "garmento" is long-established
slang for the coarse, streetwise bosses of the midtown rag trade -- fashion, that
is. Their dinosaur presence can still be felt even on the sidewalk level, but much
of their power has passed to a sleeker breed.

Michele Maher's seam-sprung debut comedy peers at the culture war between
yesterday's garmentos and today's fashionistas to conclude, quite reasonably,
that they're the same people in different disguises. Their highest value is the
bottom line.

Maher tracks the unresisting fall of bright-eyed true believer Grindy Malone
(Katie MacNichol), who's thrilled to be working for manic design master Poncho
Ramirez (entertaining Juan Carlos Hernandez). Poncho is credited with kicking
off the whole designer jeans craze in the'70s. Calvin Kleinish TV spots are
entered as evidence.

Poncho looks a little threadbare by "Garmento's" vague mid-1990s. His latest
inspiration -- underpants with padded crotches -- has bombed everywhere but
Japan. Company CEO Ronnie Grossman (droll and watchful David Thornton, a
Jeff Goldblum type) sees ruin ahead.

It's his perky new assistant Grindy -- the explanation for the name is as grating
as its sound -- who suggests re-introducing Poncho's original jeans as neo-retro
classics. Ronnie goes along, even though the plan requires partnership with
unctuous, old-line garmento Ira Gold (funny Jerry Grayson) and his
bullet-headed brother-in-law (Matt Servitto).

A later Grindy suggestion sounds even smarter and backfires even more
painfully. By this point, the girl has learned corporate survival style. She smiles
sincerely and shifts the blame to someone else.

The film takes a few broad slaps at shabby, sexed-up marketing. A witchy
Poncho exec rejects a "child molesting" subtext as "too mild" but lights up
excitedly when the ad genius whispers: "Animals?"

Maher's attempt to line her "Garmento" with authentic business detail is bold but
ragged. The financial issues grow fuzzier with every mention. The cynicism is
less than skin-deep, it's not even skintight. Despite MacNichol's sneaky verve
and Thornton's sly subtlety the lead characters swiftly fade and shrink. Several
supporting actors sport one-joke attitudes and fake foreign accents. Maher
scores best with sharply cast incidental characters. Maybe her natural field is
accessories.
Rating note: Frank language, raunchy humor.
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